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Re: CommentsonDraaReportof O1G Audit
ofPineTreeLegal Assistance,GranteeNo. 120000

DearMr. Koczur:

I amrespondingto theDraft Reporton theresultsoftheaudit ofPineTree
Legal Assistanceby youroffice in Juneofthisyear. We arepleasedthat the
ReportconfirmedPineTree’scompliancewith 45 CFR 1610,theprogramintegrity
requirementthatwasthe focusofthis auditreport.

I foundonly oneerror in thedraftReport,atpage2, which suggeststhat Pine
Tree“reported25 cases”pursuantto 45 CFR 1644 for calendaryear2000. In fact,
thetwo semi-annualreportsfiled with LSC for 2000documentthat PineTreestaff
reported68 casesduringtheyear. I amwilling to provideadditionalcopiesof
thosesemi-annualreportsto yourstaff, if thatwould behelpfulto this point of
clarification.

(1) Compliancewith 45 CFR 1635: Yourreportnotestheneedfor a follow-up
trackingsystemto insurethat all part-timeadvocatesacknowledgewhether
theyaxealsoemployedby anorganizationthatengagesin restrictedactivities
andthattheyprovidecertificationswhenrequested.

As thedraftReportnotes,PineTree’sAdministrativestaffhaveconsistently
requestedinformationof its part-timeadvocatesregardingtheiroutside
employmentandhavespokenwith all part-timestaffto identify thosepart-time
advocateswho alsowork for otheremployers;however,part-timeadvocates
without otheremploymenthavenotconsistentlyrespondedto theperiodicrequests
for information Consistentwith yourstaffrecommendation,theFiscalManager
hasinstitutedanewtrackingsystemthat identifiesall ofthepart-timeadvocatesat
PineTreeandmonitorstheirresponseto therequestsfor informationthat our
officehasconsistentlyissued. Thenewsystemallowsus to identify individuals
who havenot yetrespondedin orderto securearesponsein atimelymanner.
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(2) Compliancewith 45 CFR1644: Your reportrecommendedadoptionofa formalwritten
policy to implementthecasereportingrequirementsofthis regulation.It alsorecommended
thatPineTree“formally remind” its attorneysoftheirresponsibilitiesfor reportingcase
disclosureinformation.

A copyofthenewprogrampolicy, adoptedby ourBoardofDirectorsat aregularlyscheduled
Boardmeetingon July 18, 2001 in responseto thisrecommendation,is enclosed.

Your reportalsorecommendedtheneedto “formally remind”PineTreeattorneysof
theirresponsibilitiesfor casedisclosureinformation. I circulatedanemail to all stafffollowing
theOIG audit to remindthemofthiscomplianceissueandsubsequentlyreviewedthe
requirementwith all staffatourprogramwide retreaton June

19~
thOurmanagershavealsoheld

individual discussionswith staffattorneysfundedbynon-LSCgrantssince6 ofthe7 unreported
caseswerehandledby specialfamily law fellowshipattorneyswho werelessappreciativeofthis
requirement.

Verytruly yours,

cc: PTLA BoardPresident

NanHeald
ExecutiveDirector
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Pine Tree Legal Assistance
Policy on Compliancewith 45 CFR 1644

All attorneysemployedatPineTreeLegalAssistancewill providetheAdministrative
Officewith thenecessarycasedisclosureinformationrequiredunder45 CFR1644. This
informationwill beprovidedfor thefollowing cases,regardlessofthefundingsource
usedto supportthework:

(1) To actionsfiled onbehalfofplaintiffs orpetitionerswho areclientsof ~j~e
TreeLegal Assistancea recipient

(2) Only to theoriginal filing ofa case,exceptfor appealsfiled in appellatecourts
if PineTreeLegal Assistance4he-recipientwasnot theattorneyof recordin the
casebelowandtherecipient’s PineTreeclientis theappellant;

(3) To arequestfiled onbehalfof aclientoftherecipientin a courtofcompetent
jurisdictionforjudicial reviewofan administrativeaction;and

(4) To casesfiled pursuantto subgrantsunder45 CFRpart 1627 for thedirect
representationofeligible clients,exceptfor subgrantsforprivateattorney
involvementactivitiesunderpart1614ofthis chapter.

In orderto meettheprogram’sobligationto providethis informationin atimelymanner
to theLegal ServicesCorporation,the administrativeoffice shouldreceiveatimelycopy
ofall Civil SummarySheetsfiled in connectionwith thesecasesunderRule 5((h)ofthe
MaineRulesofCivil Procedureor thecomparablefederalRule,which alsoincludesthe
CourtDocketNumberassignedto thecase.However,if this is notpracticalatthetime,
PineTreeattorneysshouldpromptlyforwardall suchcopies(togetherwith information
aboutany othercasethat appropriatelyfallswithin thescopeofthecasedisclosure
requirement)whenrequestedto do soby theadministrativestaffofPineTree.
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